
Why have your infant child (2 years and under) weighed at 
the Health Visitor Clinic before a surgical procedure? 

 

Weighing a child under 2 years old before surgery is an important safety measure 
for calculating accurate, weight-based anaesthesia and medication dosages. 

 Because infants and toddlers are small and their bodies break down medication 
differently than adults.  

 

Why Exact Weight is important 

 

• Anaesthesia; Unlike adults who often receive standardized medication 
doses, every milligram of anaesthesia, sedative, and pain relief given to a 
young child is custom-calculated based on their exact weight in kilograms. 
 
 

• Fluid Management: Infants have a higher percentage of water in their bodies 
than adults and are highly sensitive to fluid shifts. Doctors use the precise 
weight to calculate the exact volume of intravenous (IV) fluids and hydration 
needed during surgery.  
 

 
• Emergency Preparedness: In the rare event of a complication, emergency 

life-saving medications and resuscitation equipment sizes are predetermined 
entirely by the child’s weight. Having an exact weight on file ensures the team 
can act instantly without guessing.  

 
 
 
Weighing your under-2-year-old at a health visitor clinic is accurate. Health visitors 
use calibrated, professional-grade medical scales, and babies under 2 are typically 
weighed naked (minus a nappy) to ensure precise numbers that can be correctly 
plotted on official NHS centile charts in your Red Book. 

 

Why the Process is Reliable 

 

• Professional Equipment: Clinic scales are regularly tested and maintained 
for medical accuracy, unlike home bathroom scales. 

• Standardised Method: Removing wet nappies and clothes eliminates 
variables that skew numbers. 

• Trained Staff: Health visitors and clinic staff are trained to position wiggly 
toddlers correctly on the scales. 



 

Factors That Can Cause Minor Variations 

• Wiggliness: Active toddlers move around, which can make the scale take a 
second longer to lock in a stable reading. 

• Time of Day: Weighing just after a heavy feed or a large wet nappy can 
cause minor, harmless fluctuations. 

• Clothing: If a child over 2 is weighed in a light vest rather than completely 
naked, a tiny difference will show, though health visitors factor this in. 

 
 
Weighing your young child at the health visitor checks growth patterns using centile 
charts in the Red Book, spots early health or nutrition issues, and ensures normal 
development. Routine checks give parents peace of mind and help health visitors 
offer timely feeding or lifestyle advice.  

 

Why Regular Weighing Matters 

• Growth tracking: Compares your child's weight gain over time against 
standard growth curves. 

• Early detection: Finds sudden drops or spikes in weight that might signal 
illness, feeding problems, or nutritional gaps. 

• Development link: Pairs physical growth data with milestone reviews for 
overall health. 

• Parental support: Gives you a chance to ask experts about diet, sleep, and 
general toddler behaviour.  
 

 

General Guidance on Weighing Frequency 

 

• Under 6 months: Once a month is plenty if your child is healthy and gaining 
weight well. 

• 6 to 12 months: Once every two months. 
Over 1 year: Once every three months, or only when there is a specific health 
concern, as routine frequent weighing is unnecessary for thriving toddlers. 
 
 

Please contact your GP Practice directly to confirm current 
baby and health visitor clinic times.  


